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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO 


THE SECOND PART. 


Two years have passed since I published The First 
Part of the Pursuits of Literature.“ I now offer a conti- 
nuation of it to the attention of thoſe perſons who may feel 
themselves interested in such researches; the ſubjects of 
which indeed, in thetr event, are perhaps import ant to all. 
What I observed of the first part, I observe of this, and the 
following parts,“ that no imitation is intended of any for- 
mer writer or of any former poem.” That it will attract 
Some attention in Some places, I am confident ; but it will 
be idle to make any conjecture as to the author. He is 
and will be, concealed, upon motives very different from 
the apprehension of any private resentment. I dissuadeeve- 

ry person from flippant and random application of any 
supposed name; it is as unjust, as it is absurd.“ Flebit et 


* insignis tota cantabitur urbe,” was said of old; and I 
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recommend to every gentleman and lady of eminent 


Sagacity and curiosity, to remember, that there is a dark- 


neſs which may be felt. 


As to the gubject of SATIRE in general, I will add a 
few words, as they are not wholly unimportant and ex- 
plain my own ideas. All reprehension of vice, or of 
folly, or of any moral de pravity, must cease at once, if it 
is required of the author of it, that he be blameless himself 
in the strict sense of that word. But if the enumeration of 
evils, wickedness, folly, extravagance, abuse of knowledge 
in theory or in practise, and a censure of such actions and 


of such opinions, be considered as the production of a mind 


bad, reprehensible, and unquiet in itself, I fear, that few 


philesophers are exempted from the charge. In my opi- 
nion, the philosopher himself is a satirist, speaking to the 
world at large, without a specific reference to any nation. 
The Satirist, (in the common acceptation of the word) 
is a writer in poetry or in prose, who addresses bimself 
to a peculiar part of che world, and generally to his own 
countrymen, calling them to a view of their faults, follies, 
or vices, which are destructive of society, of government, 
of good manners, or af good literature. The philosophic 
Satirist effects his purpose by appealing to man and his 


nature; 
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nature; the modern poet, supposing arid acknowledging 
the truth of these original principles,argues virtually from 
them, but directs his attention to existing persons, circum- 
ſtances, opinions, and books, in his own times. He illus- 
trates his doctrine by that forcible appeal, assksted by 
learning, wit, and ridicule; with an honest endeavour to 
uphold the common cause of wisdom, of truth, and of 
virtue; without which criticism is malignity, and satire 


is scandal. 


According to these ideas, the work of a modern Sati- 
rist is transitory as to it's immediate subject. But as it is a 
view of life designed “ to be presented to other times, as 
well as to those in which it is written, the necessity of an 
author's furnishing Notes to his own compositions is evi- 
dent, to clear up for himself such difficulties as the lapse 
of time, (and indeed of a very little time) would una- 
voidably create. This is a privilege and a liberty which 
was denied to the ancients ; which Dryden rejected, and 


Pope partially adopted. 


After these few observations, (which I thought necessa- 
ry or I would not have written them) I offerthis continu- 
ation 
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ation of the Poem to my readers, not without the spirit 


of a writer who has endeavoured well. I will also, upon 


reflection, add the words of A MAN, not to be named on 


such an occasion. * do not look to be asked, where - 


1 Fs 
* fore I wrote this book; it being no difficulty to answer, 


that 1 did it to those ends, which the best men propose 


6 to themselves, when they write.“ 
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AUTHOR. 


Jy RTUE and worth Pierian strains record: 


Hail chard to Him, fam'd d Cestria' 8 mitred Ic lord, d, (0 
Tbat lawn'd Endymion of a happier : age, 


Who wild with rapture, and empiric rage, 
On bolder plume aspiring, could presume 5 


To journey through the vast æthereal gloom; 


N. B. It is recommended to the reader to peruse the whole 
of this Poem, or indeed of any other work in verse or prose, once, 
without referring to any of the notes, but those which are mere- 
ly explanatory, when the allusion may not be obvious; as notes, 
to uſe the lawyer's phrase, very often travel out of the record. 


() Bishop Wilkins. See the note in the next page. 
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Who tir'd of earth, and dreams of gowned rest, 


Sunk i in the e of his n 5 breast. (a) 


* | 5 
1 4 © 


„ 
”Y __ 8 4 £ BY F*y | 
FT. 1 FE 0 + ' 


. 1 7 if a - 4 CC ww *% 


SE wo 9 "2 4 # 


But we our sin- worn — cannot cast; 


—— 


3 r ——— 


Weigh'd down with ills, the Present or the past, 10 


We toil and 22 in this Je d. hour, 
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That bids the western world or rouse, or weep, 
O' erwhelm'd beneath the formidable deep. 
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(a) John Wilkins, biſhop of Chester in the last century, 
wrote a celebrated ** Discourse concerning the possibility of a 
& passage to the moon.“ The bishop is, as all bishops should 
be, very serious on the occasion; and as an effectual change of 
air and climate is recommended. in so many diseases, I approve 
most of all of Doctor Wilkins's pr escription of a flying cha- 


riot; and instead of raving or storming, or fretting about 


the accidents of life, to set off directly—for the moon, This 
method of translation, (a happy thought in a bishop, ) would 
at once supersede the necessity of suicide, prisons, or revolu- 
tions, when people are out of humour. Besides Dr. Herschel! 
has told us what an agreeable place the moon is. I believe he 
has descried the surveyors of the lunar turnpike roads, and ac- 
tually seen their St. Paul's Church, and some of the Selenites 
in a solemn process ion. This cannot much surprise us, as he 
has nearly discovered what the sun is made of, which lief a lit- 
tle further from us. Upon my word, Philoſophy is a very 
pleaſant thing, and has various uses; one of the best i 15, it makes 
us 1 sometimes. 
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What gh nad j" ag J 1 5 e to rave. 
O'er those, whose every second thought“ 8 the. grave. 
Learning's s hour theme: go bend before that tomb, 
Where other palms a and other laurels bloom, 
Where Maro sleeps; or in the Sabine Shade, = " _ 
Or in Severe Aquinum's J inmost glade, bag ee 


Or in \Volterra! 's (a) dark Etrurian grove, 


——— — 899323 
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With Boileau' s () art, and Dry den's ee rove. 


Be wise betimes; and in resistless prose 
| Leanne Boks ALONE to thunder on our foes. 
Let Wakefield (c) rant, and pallid Thelwall ond 


Lords of misrule in anarchy's wild hall; 

(a) Juvenal was born at 3 and Persigs at Volterta, wo 
in Italy, | | ; to: 4 

. V- 

(5) Boileau.—The most perfect of all modern writers in 
true taste and judgment: his sagacity was unerring; he combi- 
ned every ancient excellence, and appears original even in the 
adoption of acknowledged thoughts and allusions. He is the 
just and adequate representative of Horace, Juvenal, and Persi- 
us united, without one indecent blemish; and, for my ow n : 
part, I have always considered him. as the most finished gen- 
ileman that ever wrote. 
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Such prophets, as ere long Horne Tooke may save, 
And hide, and feed by ffties (d) in a cave: 


(c) Wakefield, Whenever I think of the name of Gilbert 
Wakefeld, and look at the list of his works, (for I would not un- 
dertake to read them all,) I feel alternately sorrow and indig- 
nation. His learning and sagacity are indeed sufficient to 
entitle him to come patronage, and the removal of every want. 


But his spirit is so rest less, his temper is so overbearing and ty- 


rannical, (I speak from the confideration of his works alone) his. con- 


tempt for others is so great, and his personal vanity so conspi- 


cuous, that even literature begins to be weary of him. But 
when I turn to his religious and political opinions, I find all 
the virulence and asperity-of the reformer, all the insolence 
and even impudence of the assertors of equality, a want of de- 
cent or even common respect to dignified characters, and a 
mind (naturally designed for better exertions, and cultivated in 
the groves of an university) hostile and implacable to every 
establishment, and with a strong tendency even to sanguinary 
persecution. I speak of him as a public man; I have no con- 
tempt of his attainments; but I will never suffer him or any 
other man, obtruding himself and his political principles and 
measures upon the publick, to pass me without notice; or, 
as the poet strongly expresses it, 
Glomerare sub antro 
Fumiferam noctem, cammixtis igre tenchr is, 

without the reprehenſion he deſerves. 


6% By Ffries.—* Obadiah took he firophets, and hid them by 
fifty in a cave, and fed them with breed and water.” Kings B. 1. 
ch. 18. v. 4. In the frovicions of that most important, and I 
wish I could say, perpetual act, (passed in 1795) for preventing 
seditious assemblies, &c. &c. &c. it is specified, that none of the 
prophets, or lecturers, or diviners in democracy, chall meet in 


greater numbers than H in a cave, or elsewhere: and consi- 
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Let such call Pitt or Grenville meanly bold, 30 
Who calm'd the terror of Burke's claws in gold. (e) 


You- read perchance a minister in books, ( f) 18 
And know an honest statesman by his looks; 


Think in debates the spirit may be seen, 
In Thurlow, just, in Wedderburne, Serene ; — 


In Grenville, firmness; majesty, in pitt; ; | - | [ 
And in Dundas, the courage to submit. | 

Proud of your keen discernment you retire, | 

Smit with the fame of Rollo's bard (2) and Squire, 


2 print (poor man I) your satire, and your song. F 


, a4 bibi, 75 ad vage; Sheng - FEE. 


dering the inflammatory nature of their disorder, it is devoutly } 
to be wished, 5 they may be kept , e * same cooling diet 45 


(e) Summos auro mansueverat ungues. Statius—A beau- 


tiful n giving a pension; 7 te it is z penſion nobly ol. 
ed. ih however tro Inc WY 
2 e pretend age ad ts Tee, ee. eorpphed 7 made? 


Y) I allude to the profound knowledge which busy men why 74/4 
acquire of the moſt secret designs of the British, or even of i 
foreign Cabinets, from the news- papers. Nothing is so plea- | 1 
sant as to hear men assert without the leaſt hesitation what they 1 
lot of the intention of Miniſters. I really envy the satisfac- 
tion they feel, when they communicate their discoveries to such 
unenlightened and ignorant men as myself. ” PDA 
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Ner N n press, ou eee nor wheel, 45 


Nor fulsome praise, nor coldness of neglect, 


Nor all that Boos Wah but scarce expect, 
An of Sn ee. fe guc- S never 9 


A reren e 2 an bee, Lu, 
Plays ] gould frame, like Ireland, (i) by the score; 


Memory I have, not Middleton (&) has more; 


Could sing of, gardens, yet well. pleas d to see 30 


Walpole (Y) and Nature may, for once, agree; ab. 


+S 7; 


( 9 The ancient torture of t the press, now la was 
called the Płine Jo? et dure. None but authors seem willing to 
re vive it, but it is equitably— in their own 3 1 works. 


(5) The publisher of the neuly-found manuscripts in Shake- . 
| Speare's own hand-writing. © The reader will find more on this 


subject in the course of the 2 125 


19 5228 


( The famous witness on Mr.  Haſlings 8 wat, the cit 


of Themiſtocles. | 


4 


( See that 1 but Tiere 0 and Neatned- writer's excel- 


lent Eſſay on Modern Gardening at the end of his Lives of the _ 


Painters. 


J. 
LV 44 Yes: fo Mme ind Sudh ie lege, 9 2 


(6270 
Could give with Darwin, to the bectic kind, - 
Receipts in verse to $hift the north-east. wind; (a) 
With Price Gand Kaight mad by neglect LIPEAves 
And banish use, for naked Nature's love, f 5 5 
lakes forests, rivers, in one whale ne. 
My park, ry county, 2 ahcath, my lawn; 50? 2 1 


reevi 1069528 ft | 
| (0 See Dr. Darwin? S Lvl the Plants, and Oy POR 
sant note, in which the Doctor thinks it very feasible to manage 
the winds, (and every thing else I believe) at his pleasure, 5y 
4 little. iloshly. I never read any thing so comfortable in m 
life, for I dread a cough in the spri 
blaſts.— Martinus Scriblerus will be, after all, à legitimate 
natural philosopher. It appears to me, that Dr. Darwin's i 
genious understanding is peculiarly adapted to solve the follow - 
ing problem in natural philosophy:p; WrzTHER, the: lybernal 
„ frigidity of the Autihodes, frassing in an'orthogonal line, through the 
4%. homogeneous solidity of the center, might warm the sufrerficial connex- 
4e ity of our leels by à wft | antiheristasis “ I have given a trans- 
lation of this great and useful problem, (as the FrenchPhilosopher 
Pantagruel, is not quite so intelligible in the original,) that Dr. 
Darwin may discuss it at large in the next edition of his Zoanamia, 
which is much to be desired. I refer the reader to the Creme 
Philozofrihique des Questions Eucyclafediques at the end of Rabelais 
Book 5. The true * is to be found in the French Revolution, 


1789. A af their neden gez pcs oe . * l, 


(x) Price and Knight. — See the various treatises, all curious 
and in some degree pleasant, on the subject of landscape and 
the art of laying out grounds. Knight and Price, vers Mason 
and Brown, ReeTox, Moderator. I have no doubt of the decision 
at the bar of taſte, but I certainly would not bring the cause in 
the court at Guildhall, with he giants on the jury and Lord Kenyon 
the judge there certainly would be a verdict for the Brogdignag 
Gardeners, Knight and Price, 
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e rout Sa, = nem, 
(e) See and read (if poſbble) what Mr. R. P. 5 Ls calls a 


; Didactic Poem, The PxoGress of Civil Society in six books, 


4to.” I protest I speak impartially, when I assert that Mr. Knight 
Seems to. have no other ideas of poetry, than that of lines and 


syllables put into a measure, with some little attention to gram, 4; 
mar. I mean when he writes wer5es himtelf. For if he conceives, 
that the versification of Montesquieu's: Spirit of Laws, Tacitus 


on the Germans, Smith on the Wealth of Nations, Robert- 
son's Introduction to his History of Charles V. Stuart on the 


View of Society in Europe, and such works, is foerry ; there is no 
help for him, he must be suffered to rhyme on. Dogmatizer en vers, 
et rimer far chafiitres,?? lt is impossible to criticize or examine 
the whole in a note, but I will give a specimen of such observa- 


tions as I should make, if I were to go through the whole of 


this zedioxs piece of work. Mr. K. is mighty fond of beginning 
all his books ith doubt, like a true philosopher; he always uses 


the words Whether this, or whether that —or whether the other 


is the case, never deciding the point, nor giving even a doubtful 
solution of doubtful doubts, as Mr. Hume kindly used to do. 
But *vhecher Mr. K. understands himself, even in the very begin- 


ning of his poem, may be a doubt; but whether his readers un- 


dierſland him, is no doubt at all. He begins thus. B. 1. v 1. 


« Whether primordial motion sfrang to life 

From the wild war of elemental strife, 

In central chains the mass inert confin'd, 

And sublimated matter into mind; 

Or whether one great, all pervading soul, &c. 
Or —— 

Whether, in Fate's eternal fetters bound 
Mechanic Nature goes her endless round, &c. &c. 


In all this mist and darkness which he flings around him, Ke cer- 


tainly is little better than Punch in the puppet shew, “Hazy 
| „weather 
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Or, while Silenus and his votaries nod, > © Og 


Quaff Paphian grossness from my crystal (4) God: 


% weather, master Noah ;** for Tam certain that neitlier Punch, 

nor Mr. Knight can look through this preparation of the poetical 

sky for the metaphysical deluge which ensues, when he 1s to 
« Trace out the slender qocial links, that bind 8 
In or der's chain, the chaos of mankind, & c. &c.“ 

Ole jam 5atis—But then I am told there are so many pretty and 

intelligible passages (I grant it, Horum /mþlicitas miserabilis !) 

in this and ge t poem (I must mean the Landscape ;) and the 


ladies say it is so charming to wish to be buried ander an oak, and 


so romantic. see p. 153 I wish from my soul, that all the demo- 
cracy and infidelity in the kingdom were buried under the great 
guardian oak of England, and the spirit of Mr. Knight confined 
in the stem of it. He might cry out as lustily as Polydorus, and 
all the conjurers of the dilettanti might assist at the disinchant- 
ment if they pleased. N. B. I am infinitely indebted to Mr. 

Richard Payne Knight for the honour he has been pleased to 
confer on my note in the first part of this poem on the Pursuits 


of Literature; see p. 17. &c. of his Preface to his © Progress 


of Civil Society.“ - Mr. Knight's bed be a bed of tortures, he 
has made it for himself. I did not name him, as the author of the 
Essay on THE WorsniP oF PRIAP us,“ but he has row 
named himself. I am glad however that he has some sense of 
shame left, by endeavouring to explain atvay one of the most 
unbecoming and indecent treatises which ever disgraced 
the pen of a man, who would be thought a scholar and a philo- 
sopher, and I persevere in that opinion, and could be tempted 
to coy even my former note.“ Mr. K. had better (/ lite New- 
ton) have kept to his Principia, A, B, P, A, xxx. (See his Greek 
alphabet.) I hope he will do better in future, and spare me. 
much trouble as 1 have had. I am as tired of him as he can be 
of me. As Mr. Knight is a Member of Parliament, I must fairly 
tell him, that if he is appointed Chairman of any polite poetical 


* See the First Part of the P. of L. P. 17: Second Edition, Sue 2 ba tc been u thay. | 
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Or I could scribbie, (9) for historic fame, 
Like Gillies, feeble, formal, dull and tame; 


( 
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Or tir'd with truth, like Coxe, to fables stray, 


And vie with Croxall in my notes on Gay; (r) 65 
1 could, like Seward, if for scraps you call, 

Turn public bag-man, (s) train'd in Walpole's stall; 
Or to Cythezron, from the Treasury, move, 


And, like Sir James Bland Burgess, (7) murmur love; 


Committee, and any more © refhorts PROGR Ess, and asks leave to 2 
sit again,” the motion will be aegatived by the whole house. (1790.) 5 

(%) Vitreo bibit ille Priaho.“ Juv, Sat. 4. See Mr. 5 
Knight's Essay on the Worship of Priapus, and my note on it K 
in the first part of this Poem. p. 17. ad edit. 8 vo. 9 

(20 Soon after the late Mr. Gibbon had published the second ] 
and third valumes of his history, the late Duke of Cumber- ti 
land accidentally met him, and intending to pay him a great | 2 
compliment said; © How do you do, Mr. Gibbon, I see you are 
& always 47 it, the old way, scribble, scribble, scribble. There 
are various judges of historical writing, from Quintilian to the 


late Duke of Cumberland. 9 8 He Ren of 
Percent from 7 ue T5 | 
rele-, ie propre men ei, La F 


75 wo by John Gay, 21: ated with notes by WILLIAM a 
CoxE, Rector of Bemerton, & c&c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. (1796) 
What will Mr. Coxe write next? To be sure Addison did 
gravely comment on Chevy Chace. I am not inclined to make t 
any other comparison. | b 
S (s) See (for they are not unentertaining but very dear) Mr, | 1 
K . Seward's Anecdotes of distinguished persons, &c. 2 


(:) I allude to Sir James Bland Burgess's Poem entitled, 

: 6 TheBirth and Triumph of Love,” accompanied by the prettiest P. 
little designs of the Amoretti alati by one of the fairest and most | 

ilustrious 


Eur 


Could furnish feasts for each Parnass ian prig, 570 
A Florence goose, three ducklings, and one (v) pig; 
With Spartan Pye (x) lull England to repose, 


Or frighten chiidren with Lenora's () woes: 


illustrious hands in the kingdom. Sir James, late under Secre- 
gui tary of State and still M. P. is very properly, (as all Under Se- 
:£ Leoxef- cretaries of State, or in the Treasury, should be, )attentive to his 
i a He character, and is particularly afraid of the smallest Cupid wirl- 
»#q ” out a muzzle, Sir James says, That boy and that boy's deeds 
| shall not pollute my measure.“ St. 1. Now when I consider what 
Virgil and Tasso have said and sung of“ that boy and that 
boy's deeds,” it is a little prudish in Sir James Bland Burgess, 
Baronet and Poet, on such a subject to have such fears. A poet 
may be a little playful, But Sir James Bland Burgess is right 
after all; there certainly should be none but the mo;t virtuous l 
persons about Secretaries of State, and in the precincts of the l 
1 Treasury, though now and then a straggler of another descrip- 
7 | tion will be found, notwithſtanding the unremitted diligence ? 
and undiverted attention of George Rose, Esq. ä 


„ 


s + — 


« Ode to an Eton Boy, Three Sonnets, and One Epigram,” by 

: William Parsons Exq. This gentleman is the fairest of all Mr. 

* Gray's Critics; he even allows the superiority of his genius, and 

gives is own verses in Mr. Gray's measure. The 04liquity of the 
UNCerENGLag' is sometimes unaccountable. #*A ene, 4 ee, Hhe arte, Ed 


t 
. (v A Florence goose, &c.—See a publication, entitled, An 
, 


| () Sharian Pye.— Mr. Pye, the present Poet Laureat, with 
the best intentions at this momentous period, if not with the very 

best poetry, translated the verses of Tyrtæus the Spartan. They 

were designed to produce animation throughout the kingdom, 

and among te Militia in particular, Several of the Reviewing 

Generals (I do not meʒg̃ the Monthly or Critical) were much im- 

pressed with their weighteand 1 importance, and at a board of Ge- 

neral Officers, an experiment was agreed upog, which unfor rtu- 

C 2 "nattly 


1 M. RH. THE ParwcEsf ELIT ADE, 


( 212 ) 


Since folks can now with royal patience Rear, Pitt 
And bear their Laureat more than twice a year. 75 (As 
Y | ? The 

OCT AVIUS. | Wi 


Truce with the Laureat. 
AUTHOR, | | Me 


Tis but what I think; 
For once I hop'd to see the title sink, | 


While piety and virtue grac'd the throne, Ye: 
And genius in lamented Warton shone : 89 Anu 
Aye, while Britannia cries from shore to shore, | Fo! 


Augustus reigns; Mæcenas is no more. 

nately failed. They were read aloud at Warley Common, and 

at Barham Downs by the Adjutants, at the head of five different Pitt! 
regiments, at each camp, and much was expected, But before 


ma 
they were half finished, all the front ranks, and as many of the aer 
others as were within hearing or verse- slot, dropped their arms bold 
suddenly, and were all found fact aslecnt!!! Marquis Townshend, ite 
who never approved of the scheme, said, with his usual plea- | 444 
antry, that the first of all poets observed chat She is the bro- Pitt 
ther of Death.” | 
00 Atale from the German, translated by the Laureat ; by 05 
J. T. Stanly, Esq. M. P. &c. &c. &c. &c, a sort of go e Moe 
5 3 1 77 4 i Aa the 26 2 ann 
Rocy for the gur 77 9 * 2 Leoapied 


a = het i C4 
2 Pi aar, Le. . 


Ne : 


EE 


Pitt views alike, from Holwood's sullen brow, 


(As near-observing (2) friendship dares avow) 
The fount of Pindus, or Bœotia's bog, | 85 
With nothing of Mæcenas, but his frog. (a) 


OCTAVIUS:. 
Mere spleen to Pitt; (5) hes liberal, but by stealth. 
AUTHOR. 


Yes, and he spares a nation's inborn wealth, 
Another Adam (c) in @conomy, | 


For all, but Burke, (d) escape his searching eye. 90 


(z) In confirmation of my opinion, I refer the reader to a 
pamphlet, published in 1795, Friendly Remarks on Mr. 
Pitt's Adminiſtration, by a Near Observer.“ It is written by a 
man of fortune, independent spirit, and the principles of a gen- 
tleman. It has been ascribed to M. Montagu Esq. M. P. He 
boldly tells the Minister of his fault, namely, an improvident and 
:y:5tematic contemfit and neglect of all ability and literary talents. 
« They had no poet, and they died.“ What then? says Mr. 
Pitt; history will speak. But &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 


(a) In the time of Augustus, during the administration of 
Mzcenas, that Miniſter's seal, bearing the figure of a FRO, was 


annexed to all --t-6://;, I mention this anecdote, as curious, 
and 


jr 


C216 3 
Stiff from old Turgot, (e) and his rigid school, 


He never deviates from this wholesome rule; 5 
| cc 

and perhaps not generally known. It is recorded in the 

proœmium to the 37th book of Pliny's Natural Hiſtory, Wi 

ch. 1. * Maecenatis RAN A, ob collatignem fiecuniarum, in magno at 

terrore erat.” Nothing is 30 like as one Minister to another ve: 


N ae. in this respect; but really Mr. Pitt and his colleagues play rather the 
4. i if eu OY - 5; | 
——— ů h at this ministerial game of Leal Lg. 
. too much a 8 8 


1 * | wa 
Fi fie. en. Kees 4 (5) Octavius is wrong: I am neither a personal, nor a political an 
enemy to Mr. Pirr. I think him a powerful and efficient Minis. fol 
| the ha " ter, eminently adorned with natural oifts and endowments, and bu 
3 34 #4 8 : : : - 
i solemnly marked out and elected to his great office. He has do! 
y talents to conduct, to persuade, and to command, He 1s a scho- mo 
/ lar; I #now him to be such, and a ripe and good one. The nes 
| | low passion of avarice has no root in his mind; but the sin, “ by res 
y « which the angels fell,” ranges in him without measure and ma 
1 without control. To tell a minister, that pride was not made 6 
for im or for any man, because he has nothing which he has not na) 
; received, would be to argue a gross ignorance of our fallen nature, of 
6 He has no servility in him: firm, constant, and unbending, he 
; haz the principles of a man, who knows and feels what is de- | 
F- & manded of him by his country. He comes into the House of wh 
Commons, not to bow, but to do the business of the state, and 
he does it. There is not a subject presented to him, even casu- 6 
ally, in which his ability is not conspicuous. He treats it, as if ber 
it had been the subject of his continued meditation. Ia he conduct of Bu! 
the French war, he, his colleagues, and his allies have been all | on 
Found wanting; but in the principle just, if not steady. — will add, | lity 
that in respect to ferional individual gratiſication, I regard Mr. Pitt eve 
as THE MOST FORTUNATE MAN upon record. Called by the cir- Lu 
cumstances of the times beyond human control, and by events voi 
not in the wildest range of expectation, he was placed, almost En: 


without: 


S 


N 


h 


Left to themselves, all find their level price, 


« Potatoes, verses, turnips, Greek, and rice.“ 


without his seeking it, in the highest public station. He passed 
at onceto the innermost of the temple, without treading the 
vestibule. In the bloom and vigour of his faculties, (for he bore 
the blossom and the fruit at once) and in the prime of life, when 
every thing can charm, that which can charm the most, Powzr, 
was voluntarily offered to him, accepted, confirmed, continued, 
and establiſhed, by his king and by his country. His faults, his 


follies, and his blemishes, (for he has all) might be easily removed, 
but I think he will not remove them. He felt at once, as many have 


done, the highest ability in himſelf; and he found, what is denied to 
most, a full andadeguate exertion of it in high office. My hope and ear- 
nest prayer is, that the termination of his political labours, and the 
result of this just and tremendous war with the Republic of France, 
may be finally to establish Glory to God in the highest, and on 
« earth peace. — ls this the language of an enemy? I reſpect, 


'nay, I would defend Mr. Pitt; I wish him a long continuance in 


office; but—perſonally I never can love him. 


(c) Adam Smith, the great writer on wealth and finance, from 
whom Mr, Pitt learned his art. | 


{d4) This is not mentioned as a censure on Mr. Pitt for his li- 
berality, for I think the whole of his pension merited by Mr. 
Burke. —On this subject, I may ſay, that in Mr. Burke's Letter 
on the Duke of Bedford's attack on Him,” I perceive genius, abi- 
lity, dignity, imagination, and sights more than youthful poets 
ever dreamed, and ſometimes the philoſophy of Plato and the wit 
Lucian. But what I esteem most of all, I hear again the <varning 
voice of oN wha saw the apocalypte, and FiR8T cried aloud in 
England, and to all the inhabitants of Europe.—I cannot describe 

the 


9 


Strange times, methinks, to banter on finance 3 


Pray, if you call him frugal, think of France. 
AUTHOR. 


Of France? why ere these lines were scarce begun, 


— a 


France was the e very theme you b bade me shun. 


- > — — 


ell, I'll be brief; with France he nut contend ; 


There I will own, and feel myself his friend, 100 
And sing with Burke's, or Maro's, borrow'd fire, 


Arms and the man,” till anarchy (F) expire. 


the whole composition better than in the words of that Poet, who 


would have been proud to record the workmanship of EDMUND 
BurKXE, Brontes, Steropes,and Pyracmon, it will be allowed, have all 
had their share in the fabrication of this informatum fulmen. 

& Tres imbris torti radios, tres nubis aquosz 

Addiderant, rutili tres ignis et alitis austri ; 

Fulgores nunc terrificos, sonitumque metumque 

Miscebant operi, lammisque sequacibus iras.” 


(e) Mr. Turgot, ci devant Controller General of French Fi- 


rance : the founder of the modern, © Opcomemic School, Mad! 2282 Accs 
Scared Fo» can, 1h Sead or you og i He- aug apr a 


„ ** Till anarchy expire. —In the made: war 1n y 
we are engaged, and in which all Europe has bled, and yet bleeds | 
1 He / gf 47 1 bat V and 


ben, 1 aar, & I . 
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( 383 33 


Sedition's crew is bound; the gloomy band, 
In chains of penal silence musing stand; 
Or doom'd in classic (g) impotence to rave 195 


Their ceaseless round, within the smouldring cave, 


every Ve in ancl a? re, 
and Shakes in every. nerve, the firs object we lock for is, 


a stability of peace. But no stability can as yet be found in all the 
convulsive labours of the sanguinary nation. That modern Gallic 
Julia has done nothing but conceive, one mis-ſhapen lump after 
another, in the fœculeney of her political womb, conception upon 
conception, abortion upon abortion : and what can we say, 

Cum tot abortivis facundam Julia vulvam 

Solweret, et patruo similes effunderet offas. 
We must, I fear, yet wait a season, and whatever we have paid, or 
must still pay, muſt be conſidered as the ay7rvtpoy, the great price 
of delivery and redemption from slavery, revolution, French anar- 
chy, and the disruption of ſocial order; when the earth is bursting 
aſunder, and hell yawning from beneath ; or in language, which 
Edmund Burke alone could reproduce in English, 


Avapproyvuuevns en Cabpov R, aur Te yuuvepers Tap rag. 


And what wonder? It is Longinus who speaks of Homer. 


(Since the passing of the Bills (in 1795) against treason, 
seditious meetings, assemblies, lectures, harangues, &c. John 
Th laball read during the Lent season, 1796, what he termed Clas- 
sical Lectures, and most Kindly and affectionately pointed out rhe 
defects of all the ancient governments of Greece, Rome, Old France, 
&c. &c. and the causes of rebellion, insurrection, regeneration of 
governments, terroriſm, massacres, or revolutionary murders ; 
without the /east hint or application to England and its constitution, 
Shewing Fe the Gracchi were great men, and so, by implication, 
the Bedforde, the Lauderdales, &c. —I muſt own, I fear nothing 
from such Lectures. 


D 


60 


The dark Vulcanian chamber, whence they strove 


To forge and hurl the bolts of Stygian Jove. 
OC TAVIUS 


Nay if you thus proceed, I'll read the bill, 
In Hatsell's (4)clerkly tone, clear, loud, and shrill, 110 
And Jekyll's () comment too. 


AUTHOR. 


Pray, heav'n, forbear : 
Come then, [I'll breathe at large æthereal air, 
Far from the bar, the senate, and the court, 


And in Avonian fields with Steevens sport, 115 


Aurora oft for Cephalus (/) mistook, 
What time he brush'd her dews with hasty pace, 


To meet ( the Printer's dev'let face to face :) 


i 7 lee the! 7 e. +) John Hatsell, Eſa. the learned and pony Clerk of 
| nk 7 mm the Houſe of Commons. 


| the (i) There is too much of pertness and 1 in that 
gentleman's remarks; and I do not apprehend that his wit will 
ever shake a minister like the Rt. Hon. William Pitt. 


(Whom late from Hampstead journeying(&)to his book, 


5 
With dogs (a) black. letter'd for the Stratford Hunt, 20 


 Thick-flued and coated 'gainst the public brunt ; 


For well I mark'd them (o) all with curious heed. 


{+) He used to leave his Tasculum, the seat of Steevens and 
of wisdom, at Hampstead, between four and five o'clock every 
morning to reviie the proof sheets of the last edition of Shaks- 


peare, 1793, in 15 vol. 8vo. at his friend Reed's chambers. I heard 
of nothing else at the time. 


(1) © Hunc ne pro Cephalo raperes, Aurora, timebam. 
Sappho to Phaon. 
I will own, I was always apprehensive of a rape ſo very soon in 
the morning, on Primroſe hill,“ earth's freshest softest lap, but 


notwithstanding theſe early freaks, the youth is still safe, as I hear. 


(n) © To meet—the Sun upon the upland lawn.“ 
Gray's Elegy. 


67 See the first part of the Pursuits of Literature, v. 256, 
p. 35, 2d. edit. in 8vo. | 


{o) I termed the Commentators on Shakespeare out of mere 
pleasantry, „ Black-letter dogs. But if among these scholars, or 
in any other description of the learned, there should be found a Max, 
who, with the grace of exterior accomplishment, or the fulsome 
semblance of it; with the gifts of fortune, and the rank of a gen- 
tleman ; with a strong devotion to literature without remission and 
almost without example; with acuteness of mind and extensive 


classical erudition, who, IL ſay, should so far forget himself 2s to prac- 


tise arts which would disgrace the meanest retainer to learning: 
SUCH A MAN should be found, with fair professions, and obliging 
attentions, simular of friendship, but at the bot:om, false, hollow, 
designing, and malicious; who jealous of every little advancement 
or lucky discovery, even of a professional artist, should strive to 
deptess the efforts of struggling laborious merit, or to blast the 


rival ingenuity of his learned contemporaries ; who should inflict a 
D 2 wound 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Not all; you pass'd the grave laborious () Reed, 


Friend to most traders in researches quaint. 


Lay man or priest, the sinner or the saint; 12 


0 


Farmer he loves, and Steevens will receive, 


Though not Mie Mascterre (4) Ireland, by your leave. 


wound wich more than Parthian dexterity, and yet be studious of 


frequenting the company of men of character to countenance his 
own; and finally, who should collect and scatter around him the 


<irus lanare, the vaporous drops that hang in any region of infec- 
tion, that the objects of their influence may feel the blast of the 
enchanter, and know rot whence it comes. /I fay, sven a 
Max should be found, I shall not name him, and it is not for him 
to lay bare his own conscience by a foolish, appropriating indiſ- 
cretion, TI have only sketched out at present ſuch a character 7: 
pres; and ail I sha!l say further is, may He, F such a Man 
exist, strire to Wipe out such actions by more than literary con- 
trition, and deeply feel and know that he has lived, throughout 
the course of a life, not iu considerable in its duration, under a fatal 
e ror, and a wretched abuse of time, learning, talents, and accom- 
Eli hmente. 


e. 92 


„ Tannc Reed, Eſq. editor of Podſley's old plays, lately re- 
published; a 22 of learning, information, and er ad 


and greatly respected. 1 f.. u ae. 


) The possessor and editor of the Mss. asserted to be Shak- 
sprate's; from whose :ficize in Norfolk street, issued the tragedy 
of 


A eiue, #5 eff #9 retorel hike Any ofa Se 7. 
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6 


He laughs to see our new Salmoneus stand, 
(His mimic thunder rattling o'er the Strand,) 


On fiery coursers from Olympia's plain, I 


(2 


Tossing the torch, in sov'reign splendor vain, 
Command the world's prostration from afar, 
* SHAKSPEAREand Jovs” grav'd on the burning car 


In letter'd radiance | 


AUTHOR. 


Hold: now is it well, "TY 35 
In strains like these of nanuscriſits to tell? 
Of notes, bonds, deeds, receipts, fac-similes, 
And all that lawyers feign for proper fees ? 
Monks and attorneys may engage Malone ; 


Annius, (r) or Ireland, (s) 'tis to me all one. 140 


of Vortigern, claiming to be the compoſition of Shakspeare, acted 


in March, 1796, at Drury Lane Theatre, and received in such a 


fattering manner, 
Szvus ubi Aacidz telo jacet Hector, et ingens 
Sarpedon ! 


r Annios was a monk of Viterbo in the 15th century, and 
celebrated for many forgeries of ancient manuſcripts and inſcrip- 
tions, See his seventeen books of antiquities. It may be proper 
to obſerve, that mere vanity was his motive; he never sollicited 
any subscription for his ancients, 


1 
5 
: 
; 
: 
| 

1 
f 


b r 


r 
CET Es CN TEE 


%. 


r 
33 Ws wa . 


5 
= 2 2 


CAT 
by rut * 
** 4 re 


I 
r 


1 ( 22 ) 


[| Give me the soul that breathes in Shakspeare's page; 


Strength from within; the unresisted rage; 
The thought, that stretch'd beyond creation's bound, 
And in the flaming walls no barrier found ; 


The pen, he dipt in mind I'll hush to rest 145 


The little tumults of a critic's breast. 


Wherever found, for genuine they shall pass, 


Golden the volume, though the clasps are brass; 
Then o'er the poet's art, and sounds divine, 
Boaden (7) may bray in vain, and Waldron whine : 
So Ircland deems, and all for Shakspeare's love, 


In placid plausibility 25 prove. 
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What though no Vatican unbarrs the door, , 
No Palatine to Ireland yields it's store, 
Treasures he has, and many a prouder tome, 155 


Than kings to Granta gave, or Bodley's dome. 


{s) See (for you may) all the farrago of which Mr. Ireland 


wont er rage II IE 
—— — 
— 4 


— — — —ödöê Gown 
rr | 


possesses the originals, numerous beyond any belief; I will 
not attempt to describe them. | 


ti) One Boaden, and one Waldron wrote two pamphlets on 


this busipess ; but I have other affairs to do, than to give any ac- 
ITE - count of them. 
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Pages, on which the eye of Shakspeare (v) por'd, 


The notes he made, the readings he restor'd, 
The very gibes he scribbled, and the joxe 
That from the laughing bard on margins broke. 160 
But where's the dark array, the vesture plain, 
With many a mould'ring venerable stain? 
All fled: a wonder opens to our view; 
The shield is scower'd, and the books are new : (x) 
In her own hues great Nature best is seen,“ 165 


So Ireland spoke; and made the black One Green. 


Eternal verdure bloom in Shakspeare's grove ! 


Where, led by light from heav'n, he oft would rove 


( Mr. Ireland asserts that he has the very library of Shak- 
_ speare, with his signature, his notes and remarks &c. in the books, 
all in his own hand-writing, 


(x) Mr. Ireland has not thought proper to preserve the books 
of Shaksfearr's Library in their original and curious old black 
binding, (as could have been wished ;) but, like the nurse employeg 
by Dr. Cornelius Scriblerus, he has scowered them well, and made 
them all re; and with singular felicity has re bound them ALL 
in GREEN morocco LIN. B. I have written this whole passage in 
the Poem and the Notes, to herhetuate the memory of this extra- 
ordinary event in literary history, which _—_— be 1 into 
oblivion. — 4 £44404 Arn ia, any ee rehab ts 
vf hakepea ve Aua be. ane, eee, 8 . 


( 24 ) 
In solitude and sacred silence blest; | 
And in the musings of his mighty great; -- 1; 170 
All as he scann'd the volume of the past, 
O'er Greece and Rome one wishful glance would cast; 
Mourn not,pleas'd Nature cried, their sounds unknown, 


My universal language is your own. 
OCT AVIUS. 


Enough for me great Shakspeare's words to hear, 
Though but in common with the vulgar ear, 
Without one note, or horn- book in my head. 
Ritson's coarse trash, or lumber of the dead. 

When flippant wit, and book-learn'd confidence, 
Alone give right to science, taste, and sense, 180 
When modest worth by idle boasting's Shewn, 

Then, nor till then, will I approve Malone (y) 


Sus on the &ritre 45 "bis em. pl. 
Fe eee 9 bf; Prace . .,. 


See Mr. Wa Enquiry into the authenticity. of 
Mr. Ireland's Shakspeare MSS. &c. which he calls, (not 
improperly) a Vindication of Shakspeare. The subject is 


indeed rather overlaid by the learned critic, but there 
is much sagacity and. ingenuity in the treatment of it, and I 


think it is satisfactory and proves the point. Still Mr. Malone 
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( 25 ) 


In the wild squabbles of a wordy war, 

Let rabid (2) Porson tell, or griesly Parr, (a) 
Coombe, Travis, Ireland, or whate'er the name, 1853 
The breeding of mere eritics is the same: 

From royal Phalaris let the Search descend, 

To Rriste rs wizard stripling, and his end. 


Hear Catcott (3) cry, in chearless life's decline, 


Thus Rowley once, and Chatterton were mine. 190 


is too confident and presumptuous, and not always attentive to 
that character and politeress, which at least all amateur critics 
should maintain. I think Mr. Ireland will now hardly say, of 
these eee and original plays of Shakſpeare, 
Nunc non è manibus illis, 

Nunc non è tumulo, en favilla, 

Nascentur violæ? | 
No, Mr. Ireland, neither violet: nor GUINEAS.—* Go to bed, 
Basil; good night, go to bed.“ (See the r Barber.) 2 . 


(x) See Mr. Porson's ee to Archdeacon Travis, conspi- 
cuous for their erudition, acuteness, accuracy, virulence, bitterness, 
and invective. 


(a) Dr. Parr's Controversy with Dr. Coombe, the celebrated 
critic and man-midwife, about Horace. It seems Dr. Parr was 
angry that he did not assist the little critical man-midwife at the la- 
boar, ** rite maturos aperire partus,” Dr. Parr is more fond of a 
Cæsarian operation in criticism. See more in a future note to th 
Third Part of this Poem, 
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He saw is Bard by Milles's pond' rous length 
O''erlaid, revive in splendor, ſame, and strength, 
F or Bryant (c) came; the muses all return, 


And light their . at Rowley's fruitful urn. 


£& & lo he Par 15th all his brain 
eg 3 Ser ce in A, FU. 


(% When I published the first part of this poem, I had casually 
glanced on the subject of Rowley (p. 22. P. of L. ad. Ed. 8vo } 
but since that time having had some leisure and more curiosity, 
I have perused many of the learned treatises upon it. I neither 
have, nor will have, any thing to do with the decision of such a 
controverſy as this, which is, even now, scarcely at rest; but bay- 
ing the feelings of a gentleman, I was struck, as I was reading, 
with the cruel treatment of poor Mr, Catcott, the sneers upon the 


pewterer, and the illiberal reflections on a man, without whose 


zeal and sollicitude, (as it seems by the accounts) these singular 
poems never would have appeared. He seemed to 1 justice, 
Oro, mise: ere laboruam 
Tantorum, mizerere @nimi non digna ferentis. 


( No man of literature can pass by the name of Ma. Bayanrt, 
without gratitude and reverence, | He is a gentleman of attain- 
ments peculiar to himself, and of classical erudition, without. an 


eqnal in Europe. His whole life has been spent in laborious re- 


searches, and the most curious investigations: with a youthful 
fancy, and a playful wit; with the mind, and occasionally with the 
pen, of a poet; with an ease and simplicity of style, aiming only 
at perspicuity, and, as I think, attaining it. He has contended 
in various fields of controverſy with various success; but always 
with a zeal for truth, and a soberness of enquiry, In speaking of 
Mr. Bryant, I have no necessity, as I too often have, to qualify 
my commendations. He has lived to see his eightieth Solſtice 
(and may he yet long live) with the eſteem of the wise and good; 
in honourable retirement from che cares of life; with a gentleness 

of 


( 27 ) 


The boy, whom once patrician pens; adorn' d, 195 


First meanly flatter'd, then as meanly scorn' d, 


| a „„ 
cet Drooping he rais'd, and lent his little aid, 


The gleanings of a hard and humble trade, 
Innoxious man! yet what may truth avaii! 
Blameless his hfe; and simple as his tale; > n OO 
Each rude enquirer's sneering taunt he feels, 
Contempt or insult dogs him at his heels; 


No kind support subscribing fondness pours, 


| Fo him no wealth descends i in fost ring show e „ 


vet be this truth to future times reveal d, 205 


The wound a Varro gave, lapis heal d. "(a) 


Go now, for moths, and rolls, and parchments search, 


Ransack the chest, the closet, or the church; 


of manners, and a readiness,and a willingness of literary communi- 
cation seldom found: admired and sought after by the young, 
who are entering on a course of study; and revered, and often 


followed, by those, who have completed it. Above all, he has 


gone forth in the strength given unto him, in deſence of the 
holy law; he has put on the 2 avaley navoraaey, the panoply 
from above; and having enlarged his mind, and sanctified his 
studies, he may expeet with humble eee the consummation 
of his reward. 4 


NouEx IN EXEMPLUM SERO SERVABIMUS vo! M;lirn, a of Pahreas. > / 


() See Atterbury's comment on the Tapis of Virgil 
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1 
5 
15 


Brave all the joint associates of A. S. 
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The jest insipid, and the idle guess; 210 
comment, manuseript and print ä 
Bind, copy, comment, manuscript Print, ell {Nay 
Take from good-natur'd friends some useful hint; 4 Te 
1 From Bewick's (4d) magic wood throw borrow'd rays O'e 
| i | O'er many 4 page, in gorgeous Bulmer 3 blaze; n a ANC 
| I Alas, for-thee the profit and the fame, 213 c 
i A tale, that ends in penury, or shame. Aa 
#1 Go rather, and indulge DRA uAr e rage; 
„ All love a public, or a private stage: Tg 
4 Our nobles now, as players, will be seen, 
4 
A duke's chaste daughter, or a Margravine: 220 
[: ; Fled is the soft reserve, and nicer sense, list. 
N | Those primal guards of love and innocence, It 
MN Unzon'd the nymphs, like Fee Charlotte, clad. 
'F AUTHOR. | of the 
RM Hey | as it w 
. Why not ll bare? less shame's in being mad. (e)) Juven: 
i ö 1 | ig 1 152 aubject 
II (4) Mr. Bewick, the great restorer of the long lost art of engrav- | But str 
0 + ing upon wood. I need only mention his figures of the quadru- 
b | peds, and his plates to Bulmer's edition of Goldsmith's poems, Mr. (f) 
1 Bulmer is the printer of Boydell's magnificent edition of Shak- Mr. Fo 
i speare; a wor k, which, baving been uniformly conducted on li- Let 
beral principles, and intended for the honour of the country, Wh 
| The la 


should be patronised by the English nation, 
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OCTAVIUS. 


7  / Nay, speak not harsh; relent the tone severe; 225 


In milder accents win the tender ear; 


O'er female failings lightly would IR, 
And let Aglaia lead | them to their glass; | 


Connubial glories rising o'er their head, 


As life's domestic happier stage they tread ; | 230 
There may they look, well-pleas'd themselves to find 


The guardians, comforts, teachers of mankind. 


AUTHOR. 


[ listen with delight: that strain again; 
I'll bless the sex. 


e) The gre: of the present period has warranted the caricatures 
of the day, particularly one, which is called The dress of ladies 
as it will be.” I write in A. D. Seventeen Hundred and Ninety Six. 
Juvenal, who wrote about the year Ninety Six, said on a similar 
zubject ; *© Nudus agas ; minus est inzania turpis. Sat. 2, 


But strange to say, he was speaking of be dre of the men. 


V Aglaia is the name of one of the Graces ; she dictated to 
Mr. Pope the following lines: 
Let not each beauty EVERY WHERE be spied, 


Where half the skill is decently to hide, Al PT Eph. v-IF 
The ladies should remember that imagination is a busy power. 


Hr lA 7 > . 5 Ale 49 


630) 


OC TAVIVUS. 


3 


> 112» Now pass to titled men. 235 


Mark, where Thalia calls, in graceful air, 


The soft patrician of St. James 8 square 080 


* Mountmorres comes, but, ms to tell (a) une 'd, 


And lyric C: Carlisle purrs (7) o'er love transferr d. 
5 Thurlow once, ('tis said) could sing or swear, 


Like a © 4 nas * cannot, bear; 


M q! 1 * 


. His Grace the Duke of n a great patron of the drama 
3 and its concerns, 


A | ; (hb) It is impossible to decide whether Lord Mountmorres is 
| 2 hone more famous in the city of London for his pamphlets or i purt. 

3 believe the noble Lord thinks the muses or the booksellers migh- 
ty dull, as he is never geen in the morning without his purs, even 
in the hardest frost in Parnassus or London. Lord Mountmorres 
has a pretty taste for a theatre, and sometimes pens a dramatic 


thing or two. 


(i) Parr;.—Dr. Johnson says, © to purr is to murmur as 2 
cat or leopard in þlearure.” I have heard that Lord Carlisle 
(Duel amor travagliato Sacrihante) is writing an opera entitled 
« Axgelica e MeDoro.” Angelica is suppoſed to be rather 24 
vanced in life; and I think her grand - daugbter is brought on the 
Stage.—Zvyeroo (1796.) | 


Like Pol ypheme.—1 allude to a circumstance not generally 


Known ; but which, as TI have never seen any pablic notice of it, 
these 


* He + e, eee. _ Z 7 Mlarls 1 agi heard , 
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For ah ! presumptuous Acis wrests the prize, 


And ravishes the nymſili before his eyes: 


Such feats his honour little Pepper saw, | * 
In all the pride of music and of law. | 245 
AUTHOR. 


If truth and joke, though pleasingly, combine, 
What credit will attend che motley line : ? 


Where is your trust: » 


these lines are meant to record. About tao years ago, the Sarena- 
ta of Acis and GALATEA (with some violation, I-believe, of the 
fable, and not a little of the harmony and of the melody) was per- 
formed in Downing Street to a private company. The part of 
Acis by Ma. Pirr, Polyjtheme, by Lox D THuRLow, and Galatea, 
by Lox D LoucuBokRouch. Mexxi Soprani, by Lord Kexyon 
and PEPPER ARDEN, With a ſort of Mea Baua + by Epmund 
| BurKE ; the other vocal farts by a select Committee of both 
Houses A due cori. I was not present at the entertainment myself, 
but was informed, that Mr. Pitt, in the execution gf the difficult pas- 
(ages, did not sufficiently attend to his af roggiaturas ; that the bari- 
tono of Lord Thurlow was quite Polypheme-ish, and fully sus- 
tained ; but chat it was impossible # do justice suſficĩently to Lord 
Loughborough's diminuendo, when—be died 2 in wor Guy i 


Acls,— 

| N. B. Bishop Hurd would say this note is 6 ien e : 
— the late Mr. Gibbon and Lord Sheffield would : as stoutly 9 9 it. 
- (Written in 1796.) A 


+ All the Catholics know (and we have enough of them to tell us, as the Mar- 
quis and Marchioness of Buckingham know to their own and their company's 


Y cost) that the Messa Baie is a «lent mais, Whispered by the pries t during a mu 
7 al n 
e 
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Fi OCTAVIUS. 
1 8 | Tat 
[ | To this discerning land —_ 
i | I'd trust and laugh ; there are who understand. 250 "TY 
| If from state-farces, when the House is up, = 
4 Some seek the green room, and with Kemble sup, £0 
1 (For who *gainst modes? merit shuts the door ?) 
L i Leeds says, "twas just what Lzlius did before: 2 3 M. 
| i Lzlius, in whom each graceful act could please, The \ 
I i In wisdom mild, and dignified 1 in case, 
| | Would oft with Terence to thei Shots wh 
| e dees With 
1 N N 3 1 | The e 
| | | EA 1 pass 
H | Terence and Kemble che dispute is done. Or ple 
1 I ever mark d, nor deem'd the thought severe, | a 
What bounds divide the actor from the peer : 260 
Confound em, I'll believe a saint's a rogue; : 5 bo 
Andrews writes farce, a Duke the epilogue ; ; « tallin 
: Burke may the right of property invade ; i I Le Me 
Steevens contract the Commentator's trade; principl 
To Erskine, Kenyon seem a classic wit; \ 265 "= 1 
Or * 0 for holy writ; the mos 
Pope. U 
| C. Laaling did before, . ” much ce 
| — | pleasure 
rs « — of den pb bet — rvould 4 2 


6330 

THE DRAMATTST (+) himself and fame belie, 
And quit the stage for truth and honesty; 

ireland prove Shakespeare; Bentley be Malone; 
Thelwall dread preaching, or high-treason, Stone; 
Who hates not Merry, Jeningham may love; 
and Gyffard Della Crusca's self- approve. 270 
OCTAVIUS. 

Merry and Crusca |—Gyflard's right: beware; 
The very ground is his, and Bavian air. 

AUTHOR. 
No: I'Il not seek the tracts his arrows fire 

With light that marks, but marks not to expire: : 
The climes he roams, where'er his footsteps sped, 
pass with caution, or but lightly tread; 

Or pleas d with flow! 7s, his fancy best can strew, 
Leit, and think [ read my Obs anew. (1) 


(it) See a Poem entitled, The Political Dramatist of the House 
* of Commons in 1795 ; a Satire, 2d Ed. with a Postscript con- 
« taining Remarks on the Declaration of the Whig Club on the 
« 23d of January 1796.” Printed for J. Parsons, in Paternoster 
Row. This poem is recommended to the public on those public 
principles, which I consider as of the highest importance to 
these kingdoms. 

) The author of the Baviad and the Mæviad. Mr. Gyfard i i 
the most correct poetical writer 1 have read, since the days of 
Pope. Upon the whole, I give the preference to the Baviad after 
much consideration, though both the Poems may be ſtudied with 
pleasure and advantage. I have not the pleasure of Mr. Gyffard's 
acquaintance; and indeed, from the nature of my retirement, I 
probably may never see him. 


4 34 ) 
But grant, the stage is noble; I believe 
Greek's still plebeian, with Lord Belgrave's leave. 280 


erhit. SL | Translation's all: Herodotus who knows? 
The sost Ionic melts in Beloe's prose. 

g For Homer most in Pope, or Cowper, (in) look, 

(The only ask he ever undertook :) 

Vet for translated sense, who e'er decried 285 


Our India's modern Strabo, and the guide? (2) 


A — Still nought but wonders strike this wayward age, 
/ » | 
( Not Athens can escape the plund”rer's rage : 
— There are who laugh, but some great critics chafe, 


To think, not Aschylus himself is safe. 290 
Go take his text, revise, digest, compare. 


With Porson's shrewdness, or with Valcknaer's care, 


(n) Cowper.—The most original poet of our time, and author of 
. © The Task,“ and as I have been informed, one of the best men. 
The translation of Homer is an arduous task indeed; in passages 
he has succeeded; but as a whole, the work is defective. Milton 
had once thoughts of translating Homer. (Okche bel deliro!) but it 
will be in vain o to attempt to supersede the poetry of Pope} in 
the mind. of an English reader. 9 


(#) Major RENNELL, the great Indian Geographer of the preſent 

firs bcc time. There is ho absolute necessity for a knowledge of the 
Greek language in the general researches of geography. 

Translations of the authors may convey sufficient information. 


Throght A r Ps fer perrat cries at. r, 
3 e, ee my 105 - 


ua roy — — 


So 


cavit 
was C 


offerte 
the 1 


Mr. Professor Porson lent his manuscript corrections and conjec- 


hands of the Scotch printer Fowlis, and without the Professor's 


( 35 „ 


eue 2 


Then let the manuscript once ee your sight, 


Some Scotch Greek swindling printer (o) steals your 
e 294 


But mark, the sea · birds sound the note of doom, 
And venom'd insects (½) cluster round the tomb, 
The Grecian billows foam along the strand, 

In angry murmurs deaf ning all the land, 
Ranging for vengeance from his native shore, 


ARCHILOCHUs is rous'd, to sleep no more. 309 
(e) J allude to a transaction which ſeems to be unwarrantable. 


tures on the text of Aschylus, to a friend in Scotland; for he once 
had, and J hope still has, an intention of publishing that tragedian, 
though it may now be suspended. His corrected text fell into the 


leave or even knowledge, he published a magnificent edition of 
Eschy lus from it, without notes. I hope however that Mr. Por- 
son will not be discouraged, but continue his labours oy Photius, Ale . 2 
as the learned world are in eager expectation of a > 50 Jong, 7f-/Fleed 
and hitherto so vainly, desired. n 

(4) The tomb of Archilochus was placed on the sea shore, (I 
think in the island of Paros), and the poets feigned that in the 
cavities of the stone, worn away by the waves, a swarm of wasps 
was concealed, ready to avenge the least insult that could be 
offered to it. The ſubject of Greek Hg is carried on 18 
the Third Part of this Poem. 

END OF THE SECOND PART. 
— — —— — 


Page 10, line 11. for Sat. 4. 7. Sat. 2. P. 11, I. 6, dile * an 
still M. P.“ P. 14. 1.4 dele - the proœmium to. 
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